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Think about what you are required 

to show an ID to do: drive a car, board 
a plane, buy a beer—and the list goes 
on. But Democrats think it is best if 
we don’t require an ID to vote. 

The majority of Americans disagree 
with Washington Democrats, and 77 
percent of voters support voter ID. A 
little known fact is that this includes 
support by 63 percent of Democrats and 
a vast majority of Black and Hispanic 
voters. 

It is all part of the Democrats’ larger 
scheme and total power grab to tilt our 
political system in their favor. First, 
eliminate the filibuster. Then, rig elec-
tions by eliminating election integrity 
laws like voter ID verification. Then, 
add new States, like the District of Co-
lumbia and Puerto Rico, that will elect 
Democrat Senators. And don’t forget 
the plan to pack the Court. 

There are just 50 Democratic Sen-
ators, but 60 votes are required to end 
debate on legislation in the Senate. 
Therefore, the Democrats must elimi-
nate the filibuster in order to pass S. 1, 
their priority legislation. That is 
right—changing the rules in order to 
fundamentally change our country. 

And I would remind folks that my 
friends across the aisle are seeking to 
abolish the very same tool—the fili-
buster—that they used 327 times last 
year alone when they were in the mi-
nority. If they chose to change the 
rules, they would destroy this Cham-
ber’s long, proud history as being the 
world’s greatest deliberative body. 

The Senate’s current assistant ma-
jority leader made it clear—very 
clear—in 2018, in no uncertain terms, 
that ending the filibuster would be the 
end of the Senate as it was originally 
devised and created going back to the 
Founding fathers. 

Because the takeover of elections is 
just as radical and largely unconstitu-
tional, the Democrats’ Court-packing 
scheme is another key component of 
enshrining S. 1. 

Folks, we can all see this for what it 
is—a transparent play for permanent 
political power. This is not about de-
mocracy. It is about changing the rules 
and tipping the scales to favor Wash-
ington Democrats. 

As a former local elections commis-
sioner, I believe elections are always 
best kept at the State and local level, 
and I will continue to push back on my 
colleagues’ attempts to federalize our 
elections system. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Delaware. 
NOMINATION OF RADHIKA FOX 

Mr. CARPER. Madam President, I 
rise today to urge our colleagues to 
join me in voting to confirm Radhika 
Fox—Isn’t that a great name, Radhika 
Fox?—to be Assistant Administrator 
for Water of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

Over the past 2 months, as Radhika 
Fox has gone through the confirmation 
process, I have had the real pleasure to 
come to know her and, frankly, to ad-

mire her. I am convinced that she is an 
excellent choice to lead the EPA’s Of-
fice of Water at a crucial time in the 
Agency’s history. 

Ms. Fox brings with her an impres-
sive, professional record of service and 
accomplishment spanning over two 
decades, working on water issues at the 
local, State, and Federal level. 

Most recently, before she was nomi-
nated for her position at EPA, Ms. Fox 
served as the CEO of the U.S. Water Al-
liance. There she worked hand-in-glove 
with organizations across this country 
representing a wide range of water 
stakeholders, from industries to mu-
nicipalities, from service organizations 
to consumer groups, and from agricul-
tural groups to environmental organi-
zations. What those organizations have 
said again and again about Radhika 
Fox is that she is an exceptional leader 
who will work day and night to come 
up with practical solutions for our 
country’s serious water challenges. 
Moreover, Ms. Fox will make sure that 
everyone’s point of view is heard and 
taken into account when EPA acts to 
protect our country’s precious water 
resources. 

And how do we know these groups 
say all these wonderful things about 
Radhika Fox? Because they have writ-
ten to us, urging the Senate to act 
swiftly to confirm her, again and again 
and again. In fact, over 80 prominent 
organizations that are key stake-
holders in the nation’s water policies 
have written letters in support of her 
nomination to this important post. 

When I say that over 80 organizations 
have written, I don’t mean that 80-plus 
organizations have signed on to a com-
mon letter—one letter of support. No, 
no, no. I mean that over 80 organiza-
tions have taken the time to write 
their own unique, thoughtful letters of 
support. 

In fact, the Senate Committee on the 
Environment and Public Works, which 
I am privileged to lead along with 
SHELLEY CAPITO of West Virginia, has 
been inundated with letters of support 
for Radhika Fox. Each letter describes 
the specific and positive impact that 
Ms. Fox has already had on issues of 
importance to those individual organi-
zations and the members of those they 
represent, and she has done it under 
previous professional positions consist-
ently. 

I will take a few minutes. I don’t do 
this very often, but I just want to take 
a few minutes here and actually go 
through some of these letters, these 80 
letters of support. They are remark-
ably consistent letters of great com-
pliment and praise for her and the kind 
of person she is and the kind of leader 
that she is. But I want to share the 
words of some of those who reached out 
to us. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
writes: 

Ms. Fox has worked to ensure that busi-
nesses and the groups that represent them 
are valued stakeholders in water infrastruc-
ture conversations. She has created plat-

forms to convene stakeholders from the 
water sector and industry through her lead-
ership. 

The U.S. Water Alliance, what do 
they say? The U.S. Water Alliance 
writes: 

Radhika Fox developed a consistent record 
of working cooperatively alongside stake-
holders from every corner of the water sec-
tor, including drinking water, wastewater, 
and stormwater utilities of all sizes, environ-
mental groups, labor, frontline communities, 
and countess others. 

How about the Family Farm Alli-
ance. Here is what the Family Farm 
Alliance writes: 

Due to her extensive engagement in policy 
and public discourse in her previous posi-
tions, Ms. Fox understands the implications 
of guidance and regulation but also the im-
portance of authentic community engage-
ment and the need to achieve quantified re-
sults on the ground. 

They go on to say: 
Radhika Fox is the type of leader to create 

the conditions to catalyze that work and ul-
timately see it through. 

Again, those are the words we re-
ceived from the Family Farm Alliance. 

How about the Iowa Soybean Asso-
ciation? We raise a lot of soybeans in 
our State, and I know the Presiding Of-
ficer raises a bunch in her State. And 
for this gentleman sitting over here on 
my left, they raise a few down in West 
Virginia. But the Iowa Soybean Asso-
ciation says: 

Ms. Fox understands how water manage-
ment issues are interwoven with the fabric of 
rural and urban communities and that farm-
ers must be part of the team and bene-
ficiaries of this work. This integration is key 
for making real and long-lasting progress on 
protecting and improving water in the 21st 
century. 

And here are some words from one of 
our neighbors in Delaware, off to the 
west of us, Maryland. Ben Grumbles, a 
Republican-appointed secretary of the 
Maryland’s Department of the Environ-
ment writes that Ms. Fox has ‘‘im-
pressed public and private sector water 
leaders on her abilities to find common 
ground and skillfully advocate for inte-
grated ‘One Water’ policies throughout 
the country. . . . Radhika is well-quali-
fied to organize, inspire, and lead 
EPA’s national water program and the 
many diverse constituencies who shape 
our water future. 

Thank you for those words, Ben 
Grumbles. 

Galveston. Galveston, TX, here we 
go. Galveston Bay Foundation down in 
Galveston, TX, says this about 
Radhika: 

Radhika is a proven leader who has dem-
onstrated a desire to make sure that all 
stakeholders and all voices have a place at 
the table. 

And, finally, last but not least, the 
Community Water Center—that is an 
outfit in Central California, not too far 
from where I was stationed when I was 
in the Navy. They write: 

Ms. Fox has the rare ability to bring mul-
tiple differing voices into the room (from en-
vironmental justice to water agencies to ag-
ricultural entities to state government lead-
ers), find the common themes, and then 
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weave together a shared ground that helps 
advance the conversation and create real 
progress. You will be hard-pressed to find a 
more gifted visionary and leader in the water 
space than Ms. Fox. 

Those are amazing letters. Any one 
of them by themselves would be, I 
think, remarkable and compelling, but 
when you put them all together—from 
the Chamber of Commerce to environ-
mental organizations and agricultural 
organizations—we hear this theme re-
peated again and again. It is pretty 
amazing, and the reason why is because 
it turns out that Radhika Fox is an 
amazing human being and leader. 

These excerpts that I just shared 
with my colleagues today are really a 
small sample—this is just a small sam-
ple—of the expressions of over-
whelming support that our committee, 
the Environment and Public Works 
Committee, has received from organi-
zations and from people around the 
country who know water issues and 
who also know Radhika Fox. 

Their message is loud. Their message 
is clear. We have the opportunity today 
to confirm a truly gifted leader and put 
her to work serving our country right 
away from sea to shining sea. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in doing just 
that. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
NOMINATION OF TOMMY P. BEAUDREAU 

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, 
today the Senate will be voting to in-
voke cloture on the nomination of 
Tommy Beaudreau. And I have to ex-
plain the difference between 
‘‘Bohdroh’’ and ‘‘Beaudreau.’’ 
‘‘Bohdroh’’ is when you are up north in 
Alaska being raised, and that is how it 
is said and pronounced. It is spelled B- 
O-H-D-R-O-H. Now, if you are down in 
the South, especially in Louisiana, it 
would be all Beaudreau, which is B-E- 
A-U-X. So there is a difference here, 
and Tommy wanted to make sure that 
I explained that to you. 

Mr. Beaudreau has been nominated 
to serve as the Deputy Secretary of the 
Department of the Interior. I believe 
that he will be an outstanding Deputy 
Secretary. He is experienced. He knows 
the Department of the Interior, and he 
is familiar with the wide range of 
issues that come before it. 

He has previously served as the first 
Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, as the Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Land and Minerals Man-
agement, and as Chief of Staff of the 
Department. His performance at his 
nomination hearing demonstrated that 
he has both a very firm grasp of the 
issues and the ability to listen, learn, 
and work with all sides and to find 
commonsense solutions to difficult 
problems. 

He has the knowledge, the experi-
ence, the temperament, and the skills 
needed to serve in this important posi-
tion. Mr. Beaudreau fully understands 
the role of the Department of the Inte-
rior in striking the balance in its dual 

mission of preserving and protecting 
our national parks and public lands 
and providing a large part of the en-
ergy and mineral resources that we 
need to power the Nation. 

And I believe Senators on both sides 
of the aisle will find that he is someone 
that they can work with. Mr. 
Beaudreau is supremely well qualified 
for the job. He was reported out of the 
Senate Energy Committee with a very, 
very strong bipartisan vote. I heartily 
support his nomination, and I encour-
age my colleagues to do the same. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 
today the Senate will take another 
step toward building a Federal judici-
ary that reflects the experiences of all 
Americans by voting on the nomina-
tion of Judge Lydia Griggsby to serve 
on the U.S. District Court for the Dis-
trict of Maryland. Once confirmed, she 
will be the first Black woman—and 
first woman of color—to serve in this 
position. 

Since 2014, Judge Griggsby has served 
as an outstanding and even-handed 
judge on the U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims. In fact, many of us in this 
Chamber are familiar with her intel-
lect and sound judgment. Prior to 
being nominated to the Court of Fed-
eral Claims, Judge Griggsby served as 
chief counsel for privacy and informa-
tion policy on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee under then-Chairman 
LEAHY. Before that, Judge Griggs by 
spent 10 years at the Department of 
Justice as an Assistant U.S. Attorney. 
Judge Griggsby’s long and distin-
guished career has earned her a unani-
mous rating of ‘‘Well Qualified’’ from 
the American Bar Association. 

She also received broad, bipartisan 
support in the Judiciary Committee, 
with five Republicans joining all 
Democrats to advance her nomination. 
And she has the strong support of her 
home State Senators, Senator CARDIN 
and Senator VAN HOLLEN. In 2014, the 
Senate confirmed Judge Griggs by by 
voice vote. I hope she will once again 
receive broad bipartisan support today. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor 
of her nomination. 

VOTE ON FOX NOMINATION 
Ms. COLLINS. Under the previous 

order, the question is, Will the Senate 
advise and consent to the Fox nomina-
tion? 

Ms. COLLINS. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
and the Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
PETERS) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 55, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 236 Ex.] 

YEAS—55 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—43 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 

Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 

Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Booker Peters 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON GRIGGSBY NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Griggsby nomination? 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
and the Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
PETERS) are necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 59, 
nays 39, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 237 Ex.] 

YEAS—59 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 

Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 

Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
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